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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-19 are active in this application. Claims 1, 9 and 13 having been amended 
by the present Amendment.. 

In the outstanding Office Action Claims 9-12 and 17-19 were rejected under 35 USC 
§112, second paragraph, as being indefinite, Claims 17-19 were rejected under 35 USC §1 12, 
second paragraph, requiring correction, and Claims 1-19 were rejected under 35 USC §103(a) 
as being impatentable over Lizuka ( USPN 6,435,713). 

In response to the rejection of Claims 9-12 under 35 USC §112, 2"^ para., Claim 9 has 
been amended to correct the deficiency noted, and thus to refer to the —first temporary 
position— in the final "wherein" clause. 

In response to the rejection of Claims 17-19 under 35 USC §1 12, 2"^ para.. 
Claims 17-19 have been amended consistent with the Applicants* specification at page 15, 
lines 5-13 of the specification, to provide specific antecedent bcisis for the noted "disable 
state." 

Accordingly, the grounds for rejection under 35 USC §112, 2"^ para., are believed to 
have been overcome, and no new matter has been added. 

Applicants respectfiiUy traverse the outstanding rejection on the merits, because in 
Applicants' view the claimed invention is clearly patentably distinguishing over the cited 
prior art. 

In particular, the claimed invention requires that the second photographic system is 
automatically moved to a photography position when a first operator instruction is inputted, 
automatically moved to the evacuation position when a second operator instruction is 
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inputted, and automatically moved to the temporary evacuation position when a third 
operator instruction is inputted. 

In lizuka, the lateral arm is fi-eely movable along the ceiling rail. lizuka merely 
discloses that it is possible to stop a photographic system at positions corresponding to the 
photography position, the evacuation position, and the temporary evacuation position by 
manual operation. It is just such manual operation which is avoided, so that a doctor or 
technician can efficiently control operation automatically. 

Thus, in view of the noted distinction, it is respectfully submitted that the claimed 
invention is clearly patentably distinguishing over lizuka . 

Consequently, in view of the present amendment and in light of the above comments, 
no further issues are believed to be outstanding and the present application is believed to be 
in condition for formal allowance. An early and favorable action to that effect is respectfiiUy 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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